
Dialectical and 
Historical Materialism 
Useful reading for the Communist Education session at the  

Secretaries’ & Cadres’ Meeting September 10th 2016,  

and subsequently for Party Branch study. 
 

his “classic” of Marxism is intended to launch a study throughout the Party of 

Dialectical & Historical Materialism – the very essence of Marxist philosophy, the 

method by which we understand the world, and develop our policies, strategies and tactics 

in the class struggle.  
 

It is how we plan and organise our work in all its variety - and how we measure our 

successes, recognise our problems and overcome them. It is fundamental to our practical 

work in the working class and progressive movement. As Marx said, “The philosophers have 

only interpreted the world in various ways; the point, however, is to change it”, and Lenin 

insisted, “Practice without theory is blind. Theory without practice is sterile.” 
 

Further material is to be produced by the Party as a major “reader” in Dialectical & 

Historical Materialism, but this work by Joseph Stalin has been used widely in the 

communist movement internationally as a very useful introduction.  Hopefully, we will 

focus on discussing the content, rather than various views of the author! 
 

Some of it is quite easy to grasp. Some needs a great deal of thinking about! All of it is 

best read and studied together with other comrades, working collectively. The “study 

guide” questions included in the text have been developed to assist Branch study. A 

similar approach, but a different framework and questions will be followed at the 

Secretaries’ and Cadres’ meeting in a “guided discussion” - a tried and tested form of 

study which enables the whole collective to deal with the questions. This will be followed 

by a discussion of the current position and future of Communist Education in the Party. 
 

It would be very useful if you could read through the text before the meeting – in order that 

this collective approach to study works well.  
 

Bill Greenshields 

Communist Education Organiser 
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