
Pyongyang citizens thronged to
‡ Square on January 5
to pledge themselves to carry out
the important tasks supreme leader
Kim Jong Un set forth in the New
Year Address.

The platform was taken by Kim
Yong Nam, president of the
Presidium of the DPRK Supreme
People's Assembly, Premier Choe
Yong Rim and other senior Party
and government officials, officials
from Party organs, working peo-
ple's organizations, ministries and
national agencies and Party, admin-
istrative and economic organs, uni-
versities, industrial establishments
and farms in Pyongyang, heroes
and persons of meritorious deeds.

Mun Kyong Dok, alternate mem-
ber of the Political Bureau and sec-
retary of the Central Committee of
the Workers' Party of Korea and
chief secretary of the Pyongyang
municipal Party committee,
addressed the meeting.

He noted that Kim Jong Un's
New Year Address is an important
guideline illuminating the path to be
followed by great ‡'s
and ·'s Korea and a mil-
itant banner that calls all the service
personnel and people for the gener-
al advance to bring about a radical
turn in the building of a thriving
socialist nation.

He said that a sure guarantee was
provided for brilliantly carrying for-

ward the revolutionary cause of Juche
to completion under the leadership of
the supreme leader, and continued:

"The 100th birthday of the
President was celebrated as the
greatest national holiday, the 100-
year history of Juche Korea proudly
reviewed and the Chairman held in

high esteem as the eternal leader of
the Party and people, realizing the
cause of immortalizing the leader.

"The Korean army and people
achieved historic victories which
would shine in the history of the
country including the successful
launch of satellite Kwangmyongsong

3-2 by waging a general offensive to
put into reality the instruction of the
Chairman and the plan of the
supreme leader and made remarkable
progress in the building of a thriving
socialist country and improving the
people's living standards.

"Thanks to the strenuous efforts

of the service personnel and
Pyongyang citizens, many light
industry factories in the capital were
upgraded and Changjon Street, the
Rungna People's Pleasure Park and
many other houses and cultural and
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Rallies vow to implement tasks 
set forth in New Year Address

A mass rally in Pyongyang.                                                                     Pyon Chan U

Treacherous confrontation
row intolerable

Kim Jong Un's works
published in Russia

Supreme leader Kim Jong Un's
work Let Us March Forward
Dynamically Towards Final
Victory, Holding Higher the
Banner of Songun was 
brought out in booklet by the
Nakhodka Format Publisher of
Russia.

A book releasing ceremony was
held in the publishing house on
December 10 2012.

The director of the publisher said
in his speech:

"Though Chairman ·
passed away, his revolutionary
cause is successfully being carried
forward by outstanding leader 
Kim Jong Un, the youngest leader
in the world.

"It is a great honour for us to
publish his work.

"Every phrase of the work
evinces his revolutionary faith
and his warm affection for the
people.

"Under his leadership the DPRK
is making spectacular achieve-
ments in the struggle to build

Korean-style socialism.
"We will continue to work hard

for the development of the Russo-
DPRK friendship."

His works published in Russia
in December last year 
include The Great Comrade
‡ Is the Eternal
Leader of Our Party and People
by the Nakhodka Format
Publisher and the Khabarovsk
Territory Publisher, Let Us
March Forward Dynamically
Towards Final Victory, Holding
Higher the Banner of Songun
by Khabarovsk Territory
Publisher and the Russian
Association for Development of
Friendship and Cooperation with
Foreign Countries and Let Us
Brilliantly Accomplish the
Revolutionary Cause of Juche,
Holding the Great Comrade
· in High Esteem as
the Eternal General Secretary
of Our Party by the same associ-
ation.

Compiled from KCNA

A spokesman for the Committee
for the Peaceful Reunification of
Korea published a statement on
January 3 as regards the fact that
the Lee Myung Bak clan in south
Korea kicked up a confrontation
row and war moves against the
DPRK from the beginning of the
new year.

The following are the excerpts
from the statement:

Lee Myung Bak, defence minis-
ter Kim Kwan Jin, unification min-
ister Ryu U Ik and other confronta-
tion maniacs let loose a spate of
malignant remarks including the
"defence of the northern limit line",
"the north's provocation by the tac-
tics of striking the west while mak-
ing sound in the east" and "the
north's bad choice". In the western
and eastern sectors of the front the
south Korean armed forces are
staging frantic north-targeted war
drills like live shell firing with
tanks and armoured vehicles
involved, clamouring for the "pun-
ishment" of the north.

Bells rang and fireworks burst in
the sky above Pyongyang to greet
the hope-filled new year and songs

of happiness, glory and reunifica-
tion are reverberating there. In
sharp contrast, the sound of gunfire
for war games against the fellow
countrymen is heard in south Korea
reeking of powder smell.

The frantic confrontation racket
in the south is an unpardonable
grave act of provocation against the
sincere call of the DPRK for bring-
ing about a new phase of national
reunification by the concerted
efforts of the nation.

The provocative moves intensi-
fied by the Lee clan are also
designed to aggravate inter-Korean
relations extremely and compel the
next government to pursue the
same confrontational policy.

History has witnessed lots of vil-
lains, tyrants and warmongers but
not such vicious and ignorant group
of confrontation maniacs as the Lee
clan.

No one can predict what serious
national disaster will be caused by
the clan's confrontational moves
against the fellow countrymen.

The Committee for the Peaceful
Reunification of Korea solemnly
clarifies the following stance:

First, it is imperative to eradicate
the root cause of misfortune to pre-
vent national disaster.

Second, resorting to confronta-
tion with the fellow countrymen
makes it impossible to avoid war.

Third, to prevent national
calamity all the Korean nationals
should join hands and turn out in
the struggle against the partitionist
and confrontational forces under
the banner of By Our Nation Itself.

Those who seek confrontation
and war are unable to avoid
destruction.

The DPRK will watch the future
attitude of the south Korean author-
ities.

Meanwhile, a spokesman for the
National Reconciliation Council on
January 5 issued a statement to dis-
close that the confrontational row
kicked up by such human scum as
Lee Myung Bak, Kim Kwan Jin
and Ryu U Ik from the beginning of
the new year is a revelation of the
malicious and dangerous intention
to drive inter-Korean relations into
irrecoverable collapse and make
the next government pursue their
confrontational policy.

(Continued on Page 4)
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Leader of people

Kim Jong Un at the satellite control centre (December 2012).
At 8:00 am on December 12 2012

Marshal Kim Jong Un, supreme
leader of the Workers' Party of
Korea and people, gave a final auto-
graph order to the Korean Space
Technology Committee to launch
satellite Kwangmyongsong 3-2.

It was the instruction of Chairman
· to successfully put into
orbit application satellite 100 per cent
home made from design to manufac-
ture, launch and monitoring after its

lift-off in 2012 that marked the 100th
birthday of President ‡
and it was the iron will of the
supreme leader to carry it out.

He visited the satellite control cen-
tre and launching site several times
and gave instructions dozens of times

for the successful satellite launch.
On December 12 Kim Jong Un

visited the satellite control centre at
9:00 am, an hour before the DPRK
satellite blasted off into the space,
familiarized himself with the
preparations for the satellite launch

and gave an order to launch it.
Kwangmyongsong 3-2, a symbol

of the dignity and national power of
Juche Korea and the fruit of the
development of space science, blast-
ed off into the space atop the carrier
rocket Unha-3 and an observation

result that it was correctly placed in
its orbit in 9 minutes and 27 seconds
was transmitted to the control centre.

On that historic day when the coun-
try displayed its might again as a
space power, he was very satisfied,
gave thanks to the scientists and tech-
nicians who did a great service to the
successful satellite launch on behalf
of the Central Committee of the WPK
and had a photo taken with them.    

By Kim Ryong Jin PT

Among officers' 
families

Jangjae Islet is in the southern-
most part of the southwest area of
the front, the hottest spot in Korea.

It was one day in August 2012
when the soldiers of the defence unit
of Jangjae Islet, which is within
earshot of the enemy occupying
Yonphyong Island, started their
daily routine and were engrossed in
military training. 

In the early morning Supreme
Commander Kim Jong Un came to
inspect the islet-defending unit
aboard a small 27 hp wooden boat
through the rough sea without a
prior notice. 

The servicemen and officers'
wives were surprised yet excited
and happy to greet him getting off
the wooden boat.

He tenderly stroked the cheeks of

the kids who clung to the hands of
their mothers and asked them what
their fathers were.

He held a six-month-old baby
girl, named Jong Hang Myong, in
his arms, wished all the kids good
luck and posed for a camera with the
officers' families.

Memories of the Supreme
Commander, who came to the islet
on an ordinary day by an ordinary
wooden boat and talked and had a
photo taken with the families of
officers, his comrades-in-arms who
share the same fate with him arm
in arm and shoulder to shoulder,
without reserve, have been deeply
engraved on the mind of all service
personnel and people as those of
their father.

By Om Ryong PT

Blessed childrenBlessed children
One day in July last year supreme leader 

Kim Jong Un came to the newly-built
Kyongsang Kindergarten again less than
two months after visiting it on May 30.

Receiving bunches of fragrant flowers
from lovely kids, he stroked their cheeks
affectionately and asked how old they
were. He tenderly embraced them and
stepped into the playground covered
with rubber mats. There he saw kids
playing knee-fight and riding amuse-
ment facilities including the swingboat
and plane slide with a smile on his face.

After watching them train their talents
in the piano, exercise and dance rooms
he approached the kids playing at doc-

tors in the indoor playground on the first
floor, held out his arm and asked a kid to
examine him. He also caressed the
cheeks of the kids who played on his
affection.

He saw the performance prepared by the
kindergarteners with pleasure and had a
photograph taken with them.

The looks of the supreme leader, who
found himself among the children and had a
photo taken with them, waving his hands to
the children who followed him stamping
their feet and wishing them a happy future,
were really those of the dearest and benevo-
lent father of all children.

By Pang Un Ju PT

Meeting wives of army officers on a visit to the unit defending Cho Island (March 2012). 

At the Kyongsang Kindergarten (July 2012).

Order to launch satellite
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All the service personnel and
people were greatly excited after
they heard supreme leader 
Kim Jong Un's New Year Address.
They accepted it as a blueprint for
building a Juche-oriented thriving
nation and a milestone in the gener-
al advance they are making by dint
of single-minded unity. 

In his New Year Address the
supreme leader called this year a
year of great creations and changes
in which a radical turnabout will be
effected in the construction of a
thriving socialist country on the
onward march in the new century of
‡'s and ·'s
Korea.

This year marks the 65th
anniversary of the DPRK and the
60th anniversary of the victorious
Fatherland Liberation War. 

The New Year Address called on
the general public to add more bril-
liance to the great exploits of
President ‡ and
Chairman · and make
persevering efforts to build a thriv-
ing socialist country and achieve
the cause of reunifying the country.

To build an economically devel-
oped nation is the foremost task the
Korean people are facing in carry-
ing out the cause of building a
thriving nation. 

"Let us bring about a radical turn
in the building of an economic
giant with the same spirit and met-
tle as were displayed in conquering
space!"—this is the slogan the
Korean people have to hold up this
year. 

Noting that the achievements in
economic construction should be
manifested in the people's standard of
living, he stressed that the agricultural
sector should try to hit grain produc-
tion targets this year by concentrating
nationwide efforts on farming and
raising efficiency of agricultural pro-
duction by dint of scientific and inten-
sive methods and light industrial fac-
tories should turn out more consumer
goods by taking proper measures to
supply raw and other materials.

The Korean people are deter-
mined to lift the country to the status
of an economic giant in the new cen-
tury by making the most of achieve-
ments they have made in the eco-
nomic construction and translate into
reality the lifetime wish of Chairman
· to enable the people to
live free from worries.

The New Year Address pointed
out that greater efforts should con-
tinue to be channelled into consoli-
dating the country's political and
military might in every way.

The single-minded unity of the
army and people around the
Workers' Party of Korea is the
strongest weapon of the DPRK and
a powerful thrust for the building of
a thriving socialist nation. 

It is the firm will of service per-
sonnel and people to invariably carry
forward the traditions of having
emerged victorious on the strength
of a harmonious whole in which the
Party believes in the people and the
people absolutely trust and follow it.

They are fully convinced that
their leader is the best and so are
their Party and system.

Nothing can break their willing-
ness to support their leader and fol-
low him to the last come what may.

Military power means national
power. Building military power in
every way ensures the construction
of a thriving country and the people's
security and well-being. The DPRK
will continue to direct a great deal of
efforts to military buildup to safe-
guard the country's sovereignty and
security and contribute to defending
regional stability and global peace.

The New Year Address empha-
sized that the fullest cultural develop-
ment should be brought about in the
21st century by speeding up the
building of a civilized socialist nation.

The Korean people’s unanimous
desire is to raise the profile of the
‡ nation and
·'s Korea by turning the
country into a civilized socialist
nation. 

By Kim Yu Gyong PT

Korean people advance in the 
spirit of having conquered space

Molten iron flows out of the blast furnace in the Kim Chaek Iron and Steel Complex.         KCNA

Production picks up
Working people throughout the

country are bubbling with enthusi-
asm for increased production from
the beginning of the new year in the
spirit and mettle of having con-
quered space in hearty response to
the call of the New Year Address of
supreme leader Kim Jong Un.

The vanguard sectors of the
national economy, the sectors of
basic industries, are making great
achievements.

The workers of the Kim Chaek
Iron and Steel Complex have boost-
ed production every day since the
first tapping on New Year's Day.

Miners of the Musan Mining
Complex who carried out a 200
000-cubic-metre blasting are mak-
ing further achievements in the pro-
duction of concentrated iron ore.

Engine drivers at the West
Pyongyang Locomotive Corps who
are eager to be patriots striving for
the building of a thriving nation
have launched a drive to carry hun-
dreds of tons of additional freight in
each train to transport more goods to
different economic sectors.

Farmers who are in charge of the
major front in the building of an
economic giant are working hard
for farming preparations.

Over 700 000 tons of manure
were carried out to fields in a few
days of the year in cooperative
farms of South Hwanghae and
South Phyongan Provinces that
take the lion's share of the country's
grain production.

Workers in the food, consumer
goods and light industries are overful-

filling their daily production quotas.
The Pyongyang Wheat Flour

Processing Factory has increased
foodstuff production nearly two
times every day while improving
the quality of goods. Similar suc-
cess has been achieved in the
Pyongyang Cornstarch Factory,
Sonhung Foodstuff Factory and
other factories in Pyongyang and
local areas.

Weavers are topping production
quotas for various kinds of cloth at
the Pyongyang Kim Jong Suk
Textile Mill and Sinuiju and
Sariwon textile mills.

Locally-run industries are pro-
ducing more light industry goods
and consumer goods by relying on
locally available raw materials.

By Kim Rye Yong PT

Brisk scientific research
and officials of the State Academy
of Sciences have turned out in the
campaign to adorn with good results
in scientific research this year, the
first year in the fourth five-year plan
for the development of science and
technology of the country.

Branches and institutes are con-
centrating their efforts on rapidly
developing advanced science and
technology, and, on the basis of this,
ensuring the home-production of
main raw materials and fuel, other
materials and equipment in different
sectors of the national economy and
solving scientific and technological
problems arising in improving tech-
nical and economic indexes and the
people's living standards.

The light industry science branch
that has set the high goal of putting
production in light industry factories
on normal track and upgrading them
is pushing research projects includ-
ing those for bringing science and
technology into close combination
with production and making textile
facilities high-speed and precise.

The railway science branch is
working on such research projects

as the perfection of the information
management system of the trans-
port control information centre and
the development of new ground
and underground motor trains.

The control machine institute is
pressing on with the introduction of
the CNC technology into several
extra-large machine tools of the
Kim Chaek Iron and Steel Complex
and the modernization of several
units including the Taean Heavy
Machine Complex.

Institutes under the Hamhung
branch are engrossed in the devel-
opment of the technologies for pro-
ducing a new type of synthetic fuel
and caustic soda that is in great
demand.

Researchers at institutes of such
basic sciences as mathematics and
physics are intensifying research
into solving urgent problems.

All the researchers of the State
Academy of Sciences are deter-
mined to open up a turning phase in
the building of an economically
developed country on the strength
of science and technology.  

By Jong Chol PT

To discharge the tasks set in
supreme leader Kim Jong Un's
New Year Address, the researchers

Production goes up at the Pyongyang Electric Cable Factory 326.             Song Tae Hyok

Milestone for thriving
country building
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service facilities sprang up, giving a
facelift to Pyongyang."

The speaker stressed the necessity
for all officials, Party members and
working people in the capital city to
make greater success and innova-
tions this year that marks the 65th
anniversary of the DPRK and the
60th anniversary of the victory in the
Fatherland Liberation War in hearty
response to the supreme leader's
New Year Address, and said:

"A radical upsurge should be
brought about in all sectors of the
national economy including the
coal-mining, electric-power and
light industries and agriculture
under the slogan 'Let us bring about
a radical turn in the building of an
economic giant with the same spir-
it and mettle as were displayed in
conquering space!'

"Pyongyang should be built
more splendidly as befits the capi-
tal of Juche Korea and the centre of
Songun culture."

He called for working harder to
glorify this year as a year of great
victory and great creations and
changes under the leadership of
Kim Jong Un, holding aloft the
great banner of Kimilsungism-
Kimjongilism.

He was followed by oath-taking
remarks.

All the participants hardened their
iron faith and will to glorify this year
as a year of great creations and
changes that will lead to a turnaround
in the building of a thriving socialist
country and make strenuous efforts
for the prosperity of the country.

The meeting adopted a resolution.
The ministries of the People's

Armed Forces and People's Security
held meetings of service personnel
respectively to pledge to implement the
important tasks put forth in the New
Year Address of the supreme leader.

Similar meetings took place in
all provinces, cities and counties,
industrial establishments, farms
and other units.

By Cha Myong Chol PT

The Workers' Party of Korea
Publishing House produced
posters encouraging the service
personnel and people who have
turned out in the advance for the
new year with high aims and in
high spirits.

Poster "Let us make a higher
and faster leap riding the steed of
science and technology!" por-
trays satellite Kwangmyongsong
3-2 soaring up, demonstrating
the high level of space science
and technology of Juche Korea
and its overall power, and a sci-
entist calling for pushing back
the frontiers of science and tech-
nology.

Another poster "Turn Sepho
tableland into a large-scale stock-
breeding base!" pulsates with the
revolutionary stamina of all the
service personnel and people who
are determined to build another

socialist fairyland in Kangwon
Province by carrying out the
Party's grand nature-remaking
plan.

A poster exhibition was
opened on the theme of "Let us
bring about a radical turn in the
building of an economic giant
with the same spirit and mettle as
were displayed in conquering
space!" on January 7 in the
Pyongyang International House
of Culture.

On display in the venue are 60
posters created by artists of the
Mansudae Art Studio, the Korean
Central Fine Arts Studio, the
Ministry of Railways Fine Arts
Studio and Pyongyang University
of Fine Arts.

Officials, artists and
Pyongyang people looked round
the venue of the exhibition.

By Yang Ryon Hui PT

Posters produced
While the whole population are

willing to carry out tasks set forth
by supreme leader Kim Jong Un
in his New Year Address, min-

istries and national agencies ren-
dered a good help to the metal
industry.

On January 4 they sent the first
batch of scrap iron to the Chollima
Steel Complex.

A convoy of some 150 lorries
loaded with scrap iron made its
way to the steel works, where
civil servants wished the steel
workers a remarkable rise in pro-
duction.

Encouraged by their sincere
help, the steel workers were deter-
mined to attain the yearly produc-
tion targets.

By Jang Jong Ho PT

Scrap iron sent 
to steel works

Premier Choe Yong Rim
inspected the Pukchang Thermal
Power Complex vibrant with the
zeal for boosting power generation
at the outset of the new year.

The Premier encouraged the
workers eager to increase power
generation after listening to the his-

toric New Year Address of
supreme leader Kim Jong Un and
acquainted himself with power
generation and equipment manage-
ment.

At a consultative meeting he
said that in the New Year
Address the supreme leader

stressed the need to take decisive
steps to shore up the vanguard
sectors of the national economy
and the key industrial sectors and
discussed how to boost power
generation.

He emphasized that materials
needed for repairing generating

facilities should be
supplied immediately
and the power and
coal industries should
enhance mutual ties
to supply power satis-
factorily to the col-
lieries cutting coal
for electricity genera-
tion.

Measures were
taken to provide
major materials for
relevant coal mines
and the production
and supply bases of
prop timber were
designated rational-
ly.

Earlier, the Premier
visited the February 8
Jiktong Youth Coal
Mine, a leading coal
producer.
Compiled from KCNA

Premier inspects 
power station

(Continued from Page 1)

A meeting of service personnel.                                                     KCNA

The Premier at the Pukchang Thermal Power Complex.            KCNA

Poster "Let us make a higher and faster leap riding the steed
of science and technology!"
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Rason: golden
triangle

Exhibition pulsates 
with patriotism

A fine art exhibition on the theme
of ·'s patriotism was
held from September to late
December last year at the Pyongyang
International House of Culture.

Visitors were deeply impressed by
65 pieces of artworks including
Korean and oil paintings, posters,
calligraphy pieces, sculptures and
prints which were presented by
artists in Pyongyang and local areas.

The show was a special draw as
the exhibits included highly
appraised works including those
registered as articles in the state's
possession in the national fine art
exhibition held to mark the cente-
nary of the birth of President
‡ in April last year.

Korean painting "To make greener
the mountains and rivers of the liber-
ated country", oil painting "Making a
new history on Taegye Island" and
some others represented the undying
exploits performed by President
‡ and Chairman
· who dedicated their

whole life to national prosperity and
the people's well-being.

Visitors looked with deep emo-
tion at the painting portraying the
President planting a sapling on a
mountain out of patriotism soon
after the country's liberation.

They were also moved by such
exhibits as oil painting "The General
and soldiers" which depicted service
personnel going into the sea without
caring about their uniforms soaking
wet in the sea water to follow the
Chairman, who came to an island
post through a strong wind and high
waves to see his soldiers, and
embroidery "Cosmoses along the
road leading to the front line" which
reflected soldiers' yearning for the
Chairman who inspected frontline
posts uninterruptedly.

Korean painting "My dear work-
place", oil paintings "Devotion"
and "Masters of land" and print
"Ryongyon in the evening" pleased
the viewers as they showed the
happy looks of working people

who work hard for the future of the
country with patriotism.

Eye-catchers for children were oil
painting "June 1 children's day" and
posokhwa (jewel painting) "Players of
children's team of our school" which
represented children who are growing
happily under the affectionate care of
supreme leader Kim Jong Un who
makes a new history of great love and
devotion with noble outlooks on the
motherland, people and younger gen-
eration.

Jon Kum Il, student from
Pyongyang University of Fine Arts,
said: "Through the exhibition I
could feel the love for the country
of the people who are out in the
building of a thriving nation."

The venue of the show was visit-
ed by many Korean people and for-
eigners including members of a
working delegation from the UK
art show and other delegations
from different countries.

Article and photo by 
Om Hyang Sim PT

The Environmental Science
Centre of the DPRK manages envi-
ronmental protection on a scientific
basis.

Today, resources are depleted
rapidly worldwide with the devel-
opment of industry and the quality
of overall environment is deterio-
rating due to artificial pollutants.
Such a serious situation has
brought environmental protection
into bolder relief as a very pressing
issue for ourselves and the bright
future of the earth
and a matter of
common interest
of the international
community.

Therefore, dif-
ferent countries are
striving to strictly
protect natural
environment and
create better ecological environ-
ment, while taking legislative
measures to this end.

In the DPRK environmental pro-
tection is undertaken by the
Environmental Science Centre.

It scientifically guarantees the
implementation of the govern-
ment's environmental protection
policy, provides environmental
technology and information serv-
ice, disseminates environmental
knowledge and exchanges environ-

mental science and technology.
It works to develop the country's

environmental science and con-
ducts research into important prob-
lems arising in protecting overall
environment of the country in order
to produce scientific grounds, tech-
nology and methodology needed in
carrying out government policies
for environmental management and
protection.

It makes a survey, control and
estimate of the country's environ-

ment such as air, water, soil and
ecosystem on a regular basis.

It researches scientific and tech-
nological problems related to inter-
national conventions on climate
change, transnational movement of
harmful chemical substances and
ozone layer depletion and the
implementation of them.

It provides technical service to
widely introduce achievements
made in environmental protection
into relevant sectors.

It builds and operates database
for environmental protection,
offers necessary information to
related organizations and plays the
role of environmental certification
organ.

It also offers environmental
analysis service and inspects, cali-
brates, manufactures and sells all
kinds of pollutant measuring
devices.

It undertakes environmental sci-
ence and technology exchange with

foreign counter-
parts.

It issues bul-
letins dealing with
domestic research
findings and
world trends relat-
ed to environmen-
tal science and
technology and

organizes scientific and technolog-
ical presentations.

It conducts a variety of scientific
and technological exchange activi-
ties with foreign non-governmental
organizations and institutes related
to environment including informa-
tion and academic exchanges and
joint research.

It gives short courses on a regular
basis to environment observers,
supervisers, analysers and inspectors.

By Cha Myong Nam PT

Many years ago a former direc-
tor of the United Nations secre-
tariat for the Tuman area develop-
ment described the city of Rason
as a promising hub of transit trade
in Northeast Asia.

Investment friendly 
Rason located in the lower

reaches of the Tuman River on
which China and Russia also bor-
der is a special economic zone in
the DPRK that provides preferen-
tial conditions for trade, invest-
ment, transit transport, finance,
tourism and service. 

The zone has geological advan-
tages and the legal guarantee and
system that are friendly to invest-
ment.

With Eurasia in the north and
the Pacific in the south, the delta
area in the northern tip of the
country is a trade and investment
hub that links Northeast Asia with
Europe and North America, as
well as the gateway both to the
continent and the ocean. 

The DPRK government has
already promulgated more than 50
rules and regulations including
Law on the Rason Economic and
Trade Zone, which have created
the legal basis and system for for-
eign investment. Investors are free
to decide on their choice in the
forms of investment and business,
and the invested capital, profits and
granted rights are legally protected.

Vantage point for
transport 

Rason has a developed network
of roads, railways and sea routes. 

In October 2012 the 50-km
Rason-Wonjong motorway, a
DPRK-China joint project, was
opened to traffic, making it possi-
ble for tens of millions of tons of
freight to pass the road annually.

The railways that link the zone
with Tumen in China and Khasan
in Russia provide pathways to
Northeast Asia, the Pacific and
Europe. The Rajin-Khasan rail-
ways carry goods as far as to
Western Europe via Vladivostok
and Moscow.

As part of the DPRK-Russia
cooperation project for the modern-
ization of the trans-Siberian rail-
ways, the construction of broad-
gauge railways from Khasan via
Tumangang to Rajin Port is under
way with the first trial run conduct-
ed in October 2011. 

In the zone there are Rajin Port

for transit trade, Sonbong and
Ungsang ports available for oil
tankers and not far from it there is
Chongjin Port with a capacity of
handling millions of tons of
cargo. These ports are in opera-
tion all the year round.

Hub of transit and 
processing trade

Rason is a hub of transit and
processing trade as it can supply
plenty of resources to huge mar-
kets in Northeast China and
Russian Far East.

The areas that surround the
zone are abundant with coal, iron
ore, magnesite and clay. It is also
rich in seafood and agricultural
products including best-selling
songi mushroom. 

It is home to local leading com-
panies engaged in processing
seafood, agricultural products,
edible herbs and clothes. 

A number of marshes, lakes and
bays provide good conditions for
freshwater fish farming and shal-
low-sea culture. A pilot project for
high-efficiency farming is jointly
run by Korean and Chinese agrono-
mists.

The zone authorities are pushing
ahead with projects for establishing
different industrial areas equipped
with latest facilities under a long-
term zone development plan.

Beautiful scenery
The zone is renowned for beau-

tiful scenery. Its seaside area is
called "Sea Kumgang in Rajin" as
it has a host of scenic attractions.

It boasts several nature reserves
where flocks of migratory birds lay
eggs and seals inhabit.

Pipha Island and other islets
with mysterious formations of
rocks and long beaches offer a
wide range of opportunities for
leisure activities.

Thick forests, hundreds of
species of fauna and flora and
beautiful lakes present an
enchanting view to the tourists. 

An increasing number of tourists
are coming from China and Russia.

"The Rason Economic and Trade
Zone is attracting the focus of for-
eign businesspeople. I am sure it
will develop into an international
hub of transit, manufacturing and
processing trade and tourism in the
foreseeable future," said Hwang
Chol Nam, vice-chairman of the
Rason City People's Committee. 

By Jong Hwa Sun PT

EnvironmentalEnvironmental
science centrescience centre

Cooperation
An agreement on economic and

technological cooperation between
the DPRK and Chinese govern-
ments was signed with a due cere-
mony on January 9 in Pyongyang.

The ceremony was attended by Ku
Pon Thae, deputy minister of Foreign
Trade, Ri Chol Sok, vice-chairman of
the Korea Foreign Investment and
Economic Cooperation Committee,
and other related officials on the
DPRK side, and members of the vis-
iting Chinese government economic
and trade delegation headed by Li
Jinzao, vice-minister of Commerce,
Liu Hongcai, Chinese ambassador to

the DPRK, and embassy staff on the
Chinese side.

A document related to the construc-
tion of office buildings of the admin-
istrations of the Rason Economic and
Trade Zone and Hwanggumphyong
Economic Area was also inked.

The 7th meeting of the DPRK-
China intergovernmental commit-
tee for cooperation in the econo-
my, trade, science and technology
took place on January 9 at the
People's Palace of Culture.

It reviewed the achievements
made and experience gained in
developing bilateral economic and
trade relations in the past and dis-
cussed issues of bolstering up
bilateral cooperation in the future.

Compiled from KCNA
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Milestone for reunification, 
peace and prosperity

Supreme leader Kim Jong Un
said in his New Year Address:

"All the Korean compatriots
in the north, south and abroad
should launch a dynamic strug-
gle to carry out to the letter the
June 15 Joint Declaration and
the October 4 Declaration,
great reunification pro-
grammes common to the nation
in the new century and 
milestones for peace and pros-
perity."

What is the most important at
present for the Korean nation in
putting an end to national division
and reunifying the country is to
remove confrontation between the
north and south. 

The past inter-Korean relation-
ship has shown that confrontation
between the fellow countrymen
only leads to war. 

Inter-Korean relations vital to
the nation's destiny and prospects
of national reunification should be
handled on the principle of
national independence and by
rejecting outside forces and join-
ing efforts and wisdom of all the
nationals.

To this end, all the nationals
should subordinate and direct
everything to the great cause of
national reunification from a
viewpoint of giving precedence
and attaching importance to the
nation and achieving national
unity, being aware that the driving
force of national reunification is
the Korean nation itself and if
they join hands they can do any-
thing.

The June 15 2000 Joint
Declaration and the October 4 2007
Declaration adopted in inter-

Korean summits constitute a great
programme of national reunifica-
tion, the main point of which is to
join efforts of the nationals to
improve inter-Korean relations and
bring peace and co-prosperity to
the nation.

Nothing can take the place of
inter-Korean declarations in satis-
fying the nation's vital demand for
and interests in warming up rela-
tions and achieving independent
reunification, peace and prosperi-
ty. 

All the nationals have realized
during the years since the adop-
tion of the June 15 Joint
Declaration that only when the
inter-Korean declarations are
respected and implemented sin-
cerely can inter-Korean relations
make progress. 

Respecting and implementing
the declarations is the basic prereq-
uisite for advancing inter-Korean
relations and bringing earlier
national reunification. Denying and
refraining from implementing them
is just the denial of the fellow coun-
trymen and opposition to improved
relations.

Running counter to the inter-
Korean declarations in pursuit of
confrontation will drive relations
into the worst state and put peace
and security on the Korean penin-
sula under constant threat. 

It is the consistent stance of the
DPRK government to join hands
with anyone who truly wants
national reunification, peace and
prosperity and make responsible
and persevering efforts to accom-
plish the historic cause of national
reunification. 

By Choe Won Chol PT

Striking contrast
At 00:00 on January 1 fire-

works in different shapes and
colours soared up in several
places of Pyongyang with
thrilling explosion to signal 
the turn of the year, presenting a
fantastic display of gorgeous
colours of fire in the nocturnal
sky.

The whole country was all
rejoicings to greet the new year
2013 a few weeks after the suc-
cessful launch of the country's
first application satellite
Kwangmyongsong 3-2.  The
Korean army and people were
particularly happy to hear the
New Year Address of supreme
leader Kim Jong Un. They had a
pleasant three-day holiday full of
confidence and fresh hope, visu-
alizing the rosier future of the
country and themselves.

But what happened in the
southern part of the Korean
peninsula makes a sharp contrast
to that in the DPRK.

On January 1 south Korean
CBS reported that the unem-
ployed workers of the
Ssangyong Motor Company are
greeting the new year in the sit-
in strike site on a high pylon.

Referring to the situation of
south Korean workers greeting
the new year in despair, it
added:

"It looks very cold in the less-
than-two-square-metre make-
shift building set up about 20
metres high in the 30-metre pylon
whose wires are charged with
154 000 V of electric current. The
laid-off workers of the
Ssangyong Motor Company are
waging a sit-in there in the face of
biting cold measuring 20 degrees
centigrade below zero. Three
lunch boxes lifted by a pulley at
middays have maintained their
lives for 42 days.

"They who opted for the
pylon despite cold wave have a
good reason to go on a sit-in. In
2012 four unemployed workers
of the company were dead and
five workers and campaigners
committed suicide or passed
away unexpectedly within a
week after the presidential elec-
tion."

The broadcast said that their
small request that the unreason-
ably sacked workers be restored to
their old jobs should be granted.

By Kim Kil Nam PT

In December 2011 the Korean
people lost their fatherly leader
Chairman · so unex-
pectedly. They cried in great dis-
tress for him.

The US and its allies, however,
tried to use the opportunity to
ratchet up political, military and
economic pressure on the DPRK,
playing up "system instability" and
"change" in the country. 

The world community wondered
how the DPRK would proceed.

Songun policy 
pursued

On January 1 2012 supreme
leader Kim Jong Un paid homage
to President ‡ and
Chairman · who lie in
state in the Kumsusan Palace of the
Sun and made a beeline for the
Korean People’s Army Seoul Ryu
Kyong Su Guards 105th Tank
Division.

The unit · had visit-
ed on August 25 1960 as a start of
his Songun leadership is the first
detachment that made entry into
Seoul on the order of Supreme
Commander ‡ soon
after the outbreak of the Korean
war started by the US in 1950 and
the unit that held up for the first
time the slogan calling for defend-
ing the leader at the cost of their
lives. The news of Kim Jong Un’s
visit to the division sent a meaning-
ful message to the world. 

His later activities were a contin-
uation of inspection tours of the
frontline units. While inspecting
the outposts in the southwest sec-
tion of the front, the hottest spot on
the Korean peninsula, he ordered

the entire army to deal an immedi-
ate and crushing counterstrike on
the enemy if they fire a single shell
onto our territory and waters and
lead it to a full-scale counteroffen-
sive to achieve the great cause of
national reunification. He exam-
ined the operations plan and wrote
down his final signature on it.

Single-minded unity
unbreakable 

Kim Jong Un said in his con-
gratulatory speech in April 2012 in
the military parade to celebrate the
centenary of the birth of
‡ that the permanent
strategy of the Korean revolution
and its final victory lie in going
straight along the road of independ-
ence, Songun and socialism indi-
cated by ‡ and
·, adding that single-
minded unity and invincible mili-
tary power plus the industrial revo-
lution in the new century mean a
thriving socialist country. 

His speech gave great excite-
ment to the service personnel and
people and generated absolute trust
in and reverence for him in their
minds. 

When he visited the units on
islets not far from the enemy posi-
tion on Yonphyong Island on a 27
hp wooden boat, the soldiers wel-
comed him with tears rolling down
their cheeks and saw him off waist-
deep in water. This sort of an emo-
tion-charged scene can only be
seen in this country.

The jubilant days of celebrating
the 66th anniversary of the Korean
Children's Union, the day of victory
in war and Youth Day as well as the

fourth national meeting of mothers in
the wake of the designation of
Mother's Day showcased a harmo-
nious whole of the leader and people.

Requital

Inspection tours the leader con-
tinued in the severe cold, the
scorching heat and heavy rains for
the country and the people's well-
being gave the soldiers and people
strength and courage.

The entire population dedicated
their loyalty to renovating the
Kumsusan Palace of the Sun where
the great leaders lie in state as the
supreme sanctuary of Juche.

The belief that President
‡ and Chairman
· will always be with
the people has become more appar-
ent as their statues have mush-
roomed in the capital and provin-
cial capitals.

The designation of February 16,
the birthday of ·, as the
Day of the Shining Star was a
great event for the Korean people.

On December 12 last year Korean
scientists and technicians succeeded
in inserting home-made application
satellite Kwangmyongsong 3-2 into
orbit, showing off the country's
technological potential. 

The completion of skyscrapers
in the Mansudae area in
Pyongyang and a wide range of
leisure activity centres and cater-
ing establishments are good
reminders of socialist civilization
the people are enjoying.

The leader's love for the people
evoked their respect for him, lead-
ing to great achievements.

By Kim Tong Sik PT

How northerners react to 
southern confrontation maniacs

The Lee Myung Bak clan pursu-
ing confrontation with the fellow
countrymen is running wild in
south Korea from the beginning of
the new year, incurring the wrath of
the public in the DPRK.

Ko Kwang Jun, workshop man-
ager of the Pyongyang Thermal
Power Complex, hardly con-
trolled the burning anger at the
persistent pursuit of confrontation
by the Lee clan, a living corpse,
saying:

“Lee Myung Bak, mastermind
of confrontation with the fellow
countrymen, told the puppet
marine corps on Paengnyong
Island in the hot spot that the
northern limit line is not only their
‘territorial line’ and ‘peace line’,
but a ‘maritime boundary’ that
should be kept until the day of
unification of the south and north
and therefore it should be
‘defended with their very lives’.
While breathing his last, he is
hell-bent on confrontation racket
from the beginning of the new
year, an apparent opposition to the
trend of the times towards nation-
al reconciliation, unity and reuni-

fication.”
Kim Chang Il, an undergradu-

ate of Information Science and
Technology College of Kim
Chaek University of Technology,
noted the reckless acts of con-
frontation with the DPRK and
fellow Koreans by Lee and his
clan are as foolish as jumping
into fire with brushwood on their
back.

The frantic attempts of the anti-
reunification elements in south
Korea should not be tolerated any
more, he said, and added:

"They made such absurd
remarks as that the DPRK's
satellite launch poses a threat to
peace on the Korean peninsula
and in the world. They went to
such lengths as to assert that
they have to be in full prepared-
ness with hard-line posture and
resolutely destroy the origins 
of provocation and even the
supporting forces. Only merci-
less punishment will work on
them.

"I want to take a rifle in my hand,
though I am a student, and punish
those who are desperate to bring

the dark clouds of war on this
land."

Pak Un Ha, farmer at the
Mangyongdae Vegetable Farm in
Mangyongdae District, said:

"The Lee clan impudently
argued that the DPRK should
not test the patience of the
south Korean public and inter-
national community by devel-
oping nukes and missiles, it
should opt for reform and open-
ing to meet the expectations of
people at home and abroad and
the new leadership in the north
should never be stuck in the
cold war thinking, declaring
confrontation with the DPRK
from the beginning of the year.
It can never drop the bad habit
of backbiting others.

"Mad dog will hurt many people
unless it is clubbed to death.

"These anti-reunification ele-
ments steeped in the face-off
with the fellow countrymen
should be swept away to make
south Korean society peaceful
and bring earlier the country's
reunification."

By Ju Sang Jun PT
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DPRK supreme leader 
Kim Jong Un said in the New
Year Address that the DPRK will,
in the future, too, strive to develop
relations of friendship and cooper-
ation with the countries that are
friendly to the country out of their
respect for its sovereignty, and
safeguard regional peace and sta-
bility and make the whole world
independent by holding fast to the
ideals of independence, peace and
friendship.

Independence, peace and friend-
ship are the invariable ideals of for-
eign policy of the DPRK.

To maintain the principle of
independence in foreign relations
is the most important require-
ment in realizing independence
of a country and nation and
developing fair international
relations.

Only then can the country exer-
cise its right as a sovereign state
and exalt the dignity and honour of
the nation.

Independent dignity and right of
a country and nation are guaranteed
by independent politics.

The basic attribute of the DPRK
is to take an independent view of
and form an independent judge-
ment on all the problems, act
according to its conviction and
solve all the problems independent-
ly.

Today the international prestige
of the DPRK is being enhanced as
the days go by, which is attributa-

ble to independent politics.
It is its important foreign policy

to build a peaceful new world free
of aggression and war.

Global peace and security are
facing a serious threat at pres-
ent due to the imperialists'
interference in the internal
affairs of other countries and
their moves towards military
aggression and the Asia-Pacific
region, the Korean peninsula in
particular, has become the
hottest spot in which constant
tension persists.

To prevent war and safeguard
peace is the task common to
humankind and is essential for
building an independent new
world.

Humankind's desire for peace
can be realized when the progres-
sive people of the world wage the
struggle for peace by concerted
efforts.

The DPRK will hold fast to
Songun as the treasured sword with
which to defend peace and sover-
eignty, thereby preventing war and
advancing a thriving nation build-
ing more dynamically in a peaceful
environment.

It continues to pursue the foreign
policy of developing friendship
with the world people.

Only when friendship is pro-
moted between countries and
nations can a new society and
new world that are independent
and prosperous be built success-

fully.
The DPRK government makes

positive efforts to forge and devel-
op friendly ties with the countries
that are friendly to it on the princi-
ple of independence and interna-
tional justice.

It maintains mutual respect of
sovereignty, non-interference in
other nations' internal affairs,
equality and mutual benefits as
the basic principle in develop-
ing relations of friendship and
cooperation with other coun-
tries.

As a member of the internation-
al community, the DPRK will
make every endeavour to establish
fair international relations and
order.

The government is steadfast in
its stand and will to consistently
defend the ideals of foreign policy
of independence, peace and friend-
ship.

Humankind's aspirations to
lead an independent life free from
all manner of domination and
subordination are getting intenser
and no force on earth can check
the current of history flowing
towards independence and jus-
tice.

The DPRK will continue to
strive to promote friendship and
cooperation with other countries,
defend regional peace and stabili-
ty and make the world independ-
ent.

By Kim Il Bong PT

Invariable ideals of 
foreign policy

Chinese President Hu Jintao
delivered a new year address to
mark the new year 2013. 

He said 2012 was a year when
China achieved remarkable success
in the modernization of the country
and a year of profound significance
in the course of the development of
the country. In the 18th Congress
of the Communist Party of China
and the first plenum of the 18th
CPC Central Committee a
grandiose plan was worked out for
building a moderately prosperous
society in an all-round way and
there was a smooth generation
change in the central leadership
body of the CPC, he stated.

In the new year the Chinese gov-
ernment and people will push
ahead with socialist modernization
in an all-round way on the theme of
scientific development by holding
aloft the great banner of socialism
with Chinese characteristics, there-
by getting off to a good start for
attaining the goal and discharging
the assignments set at the 18th
Party Congress, he noted.

He affirmed that the Chinese
government would invariably fol-
low the policy of "one country and
two systems" and the line of high
degree of autonomy involving the
government of Hong Kong and

Macao by the local people and con-
tinue to promote the peaceful
development of cross-Straits rela-
tions.

Saying that global peace and
development require the peoples of
all countries to unite and make joint
action, he confirmed that the
Chinese people will remain
unchanged in their determination to
follow the road of peaceful devel-
opment whatever the international
situation.

In his new year address Russian
President Vladimir Putin said:

"Marking the new year, we pin
our hopes above all on our strength
and the people who are with us.
The plan of each of us is insepara-
ble from our sincere and noble feel-
ing towards the country.

"The development of Russia
totally hinges on the Russians' joint
enthusiasm, efforts, unity, sense of
responsibility and intention to
make useful things as many as pos-
sible.

"Only when they are together
can the Russian people advance
confidently by overcoming any
hardships, discharge most difficult
tasks and build a powerful and suc-
cessful state and modern and
wealthy society."

He wished every family joy and

harmony, saying that only then can
Russia become a strong and invin-
cible country.

New year addresses were also
delivered by heads of state and
government of Asian countries
including Myanmar, Mongolia and
Singapore.

They called on all the people to
join hands with their governments
and make positive efforts to bring
about changes in all domains of
politics, the economy, etc.

Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez Frias in the congratulatory
message sent to the armed forces of
the country to mark the new year
referred to their tasks including the
continued fulfilment of their mis-
sion and the defence of army-peo-
ple unity.

The presidents of such African
countries as Nigeria, Equatorial
Guinea, Kenya and Burundi in
their new year addresses pointed
to the need for their governments
to press ahead with the projects
designed to improve the people's
livelihood and realize their desire
in the new year. They called on all
the people to give precedence to
unity, peace, stability and
progress by transcending their
interests.

By Pak Jang Chol PT

For unity, cooperation
and new society building

The media of different countries
gave wide publicity to the New
Year Address delivered by 
the DPRK supreme leader 
Kim Jong Un.

Prensa Latina News Agency of
Cuba said that the DPRK leader
Kim Jong Un on January 1 called
on the Korean people to develop
the national economy and build up
the political and military strength
of the country in the new year, and
continued:

"Kim Jong Un reviewed the
achievements made last year and
called for turning the DPRK into an
economic giant.

"He set the development of the
coal-mining, electric-power and
metallurgical industries and rail
transport as the primary task to be
tackled in attaining the goal of
building an economically devel-
oped country.

"He pointed to the need to build
up the political and military might
of the country. 

"He also referred to the need for
the Korean people to wage a patri-
otic struggle to reunify the coun-
try. 

"He noted that an important issue
in putting an end to the division of
the country and achieving its reuni-
fication is to remove confrontation
between the north and south and
that it is necessary to respect and
implement inter-Korean declara-
tions to this end.

"Mentioning the foreign poli-

cy, he affirmed that the DPRK
will continue to strive to develop
relations of friendship and coop-
eration with the countries that
respect its sovereignty, safe-
guard regional peace and stabili-
ty and make the world independ-
ent."

The full text or excerpts of his
New Year Address were reported
under such titles as "Leader 
Kim Jong Un congratulates the
Korean people on the new year
and calls for boosting national
strength", "Kim Jong Un refers
to Korea's reunification and for-
eign relations" and "Leader 
Kim Jong Un calls for removing
confrontation between the north
and south" by CCTV and Jiefang
Ribao of China, Voice of Russia,
NTV and Komsomolskaya
Pravda and Rosiskaya Gazeta
newspapers of Russia, VOA 
and Los Angeles Times of the
US, AFP of France and many
media organizations of other
countries including India, Iran,
Laos, Cambodia, Singapore and
Egypt.

TV broadcasting stations and
Internet homepages carried anima-
tions and photos showing his revo-
lutionary activities.

The newspapers of Cambodia,
Iran, India, Romania and the US
carried his portrait and photos of
him delivering the New Year
Address.

By Chae Hyang Ok PT

World media on New Year
Address of the DPRK leader

Recently, the Japanese gov-
ernment decided to withhold
financial aid for Korean high
schools.

This is a base and puerile act
and an expression of hostility
towards the DPRK  and xenopho-
bia. 

Korean schools are intended for
the descendants of the Koreans
who were taken to Japan during its
military rule over Korea to be sent
to battlefields and slavery labour
sites.

The Japanese authorities
have moral responsibility for
granting the Koreans the right
to have democratic national
education.

Conscientious Japanese are
raising their voices against the
authorities' xenophobic human
rights abuses against Koreans,
calling for providing aid to
Korean schools without discrimi-
nation.

More recently, the UN warned
Japan against the escalation of
extremist action based on racism
and xenophobia. 

Japanese ultra right-wingers,
however, are trying to do away
with the Koreans' national educa-
tion by levying heavy financial
burdens on Korean schools funded

by Chongryon (General
Association of Korean Residents
in Japan), an overseas Koreans'
organization of the DPRK, and
Koreans in Japan. 

It has been long since Japan was
defeated in WWII. 

But it still refuses to redress its
past wrongdoings while pursuing
an anti-DPRK policy and rub-
bing salt into the Koreans'
wounds. 

Its recent move is an unethi-
cal act and a violation of inter-
national law as it is designed to
whip up hostility towards the
DPRK and make Korean chil-
dren prey to political repres-
sion.

The current Japanese authorities
seem to think that money is every-
thing. 

That is why they showed off
their purse in a bid to take a
UNSC permanent seat and
remove a monument to sex slaves
for Japanese troops built in the
US.

To discriminate against
Korean schools is like piling
crimes over crimes. The
Japanese authorities should
frankly admit and redress past
wrongdoings. 

By Kim Yong Ho PT

DDDD iiii ssss cccc rrrr iiii mmmm iiii nnnn aaaa tttt oooo rrrr yyyy
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Sports in progress

Gymnastics aceGymnastics ace
DPRK gymnast Ri Se Gwang

won two gold medals in the rings
and vaulting horse in the 5th Asian
Gymnastics Championships held in
Fujian Province, China, in
November last year, to the great
delight of the Korean people.

A professional in the April 25
Team, Ri, 28, began to learn gym-
nastics at the gymnastics club of
the Mangyongdae Schoolchildren's
Palace at the age of 7.

At that time he was a pupil in
Pyongyang Chukjon Primary
School. After school he used to go
to the club of the palace and
acquired the fundamentals of gym-
nastics one after another.

When he was 10, a coach from
the April 25 Team happened to
come to the club and saw some-
thing unusual in his training.

Quick gymnastic movements
and physical fitness attracted his
attention.

Ri became a professional under
the renowned coaches of the first-
rate sports team in the country.

His techniques developed very
fast and in less than two years he
began to compete in national
championships, stealing the show
in gymnastics events.

The more the success, the harder
he trained to acquire more difficult
and world-standard movements.

Thanks to his persevering
efforts, he became a national cham-
pion in floor, rings and vaulting
horse a few years later and compet-
ed in international contests, win-
ning golds in the 15th Asian
Games, 2008 World Cup in gym-
nastics and other events.

The DPRK government awarded
him a wrist watch bearing the name
of President ‡ in 2007
and the title of Merited Athlete in
2008 for these merits.

He felt burning enthusiasm to
add glory to the country with more
golds.

"A momentary mistake causes
irrevocable consequence in gym-
nastics contests. He got an elbow
injury in the national champi-
onships held before the 
5th Asian Gymnastics
Championships, but he really
sweated over the training to
master new techniques by dis-
playing unusual spiritual
strength," said Ri Man Sop,
chief coach.

His tireless efforts to over-
power the world aces bore fruit:
after winning the title in the
rings in the 5th Asian champi-
onships, he performed a series
of movements of high tech-
niques, combined with swift and
nimble continued movements

from the running to the turns in the
midair and soft landing in the
vaulting horse, earning the highest
score of 16.325 and obtaining the
second gold in the championships.

Seeing his performances, mem-
bers of the organizing committee,
gymnastics expert and fans from
different countries lavished
praise on him, saying that he had
excellent and refined techniques,
the DPRK players showed world-
standard techniques in the finals
of gymnastics apparatus events
and they are envious of the
Korean team that has a good
player like Ri Se Gwang who can
perform such a difficult move-
ment never seen in vaulting
horse.

By Choe Chol Nam PT

DPRK athletes won many gold
medals in international competi-
tions in 2012 that marked the
100th birthday of President
‡.

In the 30th London Olympics, a
major sports event of worldwide
attention last year, An Kum Ae
won gold in women's 52 kg judo,
Om Yun Chol in men's 56 kg
weightlifting, Kim Un Guk in
men's 62 kg weightlifting and
Rim Jong Sim in women's 69 kg
weightlifting.

Om set a new Olympic record
and Kim renewed both Olympic
and world records in their cate-
gories.

Pak Kyong Ok obtained a gold
in 64 kg category in the 7th World
Women's Boxing Championships
and An Kum Ae and Sol Kyong
won the titles in 52 kg and 70 kg
events at the Women's Judo
World Cup 2012.

DPRK Taekwon-Doists fully
exhibited national wisdom and
valour in international events,
exalting the dignity of the mother
country of Taekwon-Do.

They bagged 18 golds in the
10th World Juvenile Taekwon-Do
Championships, topping the total
country ranking. Han Tae Bom
and Kim Kum Jong who won
male and female self-defence
respectively obtained technique
prizes for man and woman of the
championships.

Ri Sun Ok came first in gold
class first dan veteran's pattern
and 60 kg sparring, winning tech-
nique prize and Kim Jong Sun

took the first place in 68 kg silver
class sparring in the 5th World
Veteran Taekwon-Do
Championships.

DPRK Taekwon-Doists made
a clean sweep in the 6th Asian
Taekwon-Do Championships,
bagging 22 gold medals and
topping the country ranking.
The team earned the winner's
trophy.

In the 2012 world women's ice
hockey championships group A
of second division the Korean
team overpowered all rivals with
technical and tactical  superiori-
ty to win the title and was pro-
moted to group B of first divi-
sion.

The Korean footballers also
won the 2012 AFC Challenger
Cup, earning a berth for 2015
Asian Cup finals. In the tourna-
ment a fair play prize was award-
ed to the DPRK team and Pak
Nam Chol garnered the most
valuable player award.

The DPRK girls came first in
the 2012 Women's Soccer
Invitation in China and U-19
international women's soccer
"Spring of Kuban".

The Korean team snatched
three golds in the 2012 Asian
Junior Wrestling Championships.
Kim Han Song, Kim Hyon
Gyong and Jong In Sun displayed
strong spiritual strength, high
technique, resilient fighting spirit
and perseverance to win the titles
in men's 42 kg free-style and
women's 43 kg and 52 kg events
respectively.

Han Kum Chol won junior
men's singles in the 2012 Asian
Cup figure skating tournament
and Ri Se Gwang garnered two
gold medals in men's rings and
vaulting horse in the 5th Asian
Gymnastics Championships by
performing difficult movements
adroitly.

Young DPRK players won 18
golds in the 2012 Asian youth and
juvenile weightlifting champi-
onships by fully exhibiting high
technique and strong physical fit-
ness.

Ri Myong Sun won in the U-21
women's singles of the 2012 ITTF
World Tour, China Open and Kim
Song I in women's singles of the
2012 ITTF Euro-Africa Circuit,
Swedish Open with straight wins.

The Korean players also came
first in the big glider team event at
the World Cup open free flying
aero model competition and the
Asian free flying aero model
championships held in Mongolia
by displaying high glider manu-
facturing technology and refined
operating skill.

Products of the indomitable
spiritual strength of the Korean
sportspersons who are eager to
contribute their mite to the build-
ing of a thriving country with
higher successes in sports field,
these achievements showcase the
high profile of the DPRK's devel-
oping sports and greatly encour-
age the Korean people who are
now out in the building of a
thriving country.

By Choe Nam Chol PT

Osandok Prize
Games held

The Osandok Prize Games ran
from December 12 to 26 2012 in
Pyongyang and Samjiyon to mark
the 95th anniversary of the birth 
of anti-Japanese war heroine 
Kim Jong Suk. 

During the annual winter
games, ice hockey, figure skat-
ing, speed skating, short-track
speed skating and skiing compe-
titions were played in higher spir-
its, which seemed to get a boost
from the successful blast-off of
the country's first application
satellite. 

Ice hockey matches played on a
round-robin basis drew the atten-
tion of experts and fans.

Male players from the
Pyongyang Railway Bureau
employed a good combination
of quick break and tight
defence, creating more scoring
chances.

Females from the Taesongsan
applied swift playing, taking the

initiative.
Kang Man Gum from the

Pyongyang Railway Bureau and
Ham Yu Jong from the Taesongsan
were instrumental in their teams'
triumphs.

In figure skating Han Yong
Min from the Taesongsan and Ri
Ji Hyang from the Pyongyang
Railway Bureau won individuals
and Pak So Hyang and Song
Nam I from the Taesongsan came
first in pairs. Hong Ye Gyong
and Choe Min from the
Taesongsan placed first in ice
dancing. 

Om Chol and Kim Jong Mi from
the Jangsan won men's and
women's totals of short-track speed
skating. 

Of particular notice in the com-
petitions is the leading role
played by novices. Some of them
succeeded in entering the rank-
ings.

By Kim Yong Chan PT

The Korean warriors in ancient
times wore armour made of paper
instead of iron plate in battlefields.

The armour made of paper was
called jigap and the paper used in
making it kabuiji.

T o n g g u k y o j i s u n g n a m
(Handbook of Korean Geography
compiled in the 15th century) said:
"Kabuiji is the paper used in mak-
ing armour to protect combatants
from arrows in battle. To obstruct
arrows iron plate should be used,
but as it is heavy kabuiji which is
light and as strong as iron plate
was used instead." This suggests
that jigap was made and used ear-
lier.

Kabuiji was made from paper
mulberry.

It was so tough and strong that
even a sharp knife could leave only
a scratch on it.

To make the paper armour
kabuiji was first cut into different

shapes and sizes and then coated
with lacquer horizontally, vertical-
ly and diagonally.

The varnished armour was dried
in the sun and breeze. Such a
process was repeated twice or
thrice.

A recent experiment has proved
that the paper armour is very
tough and strong. Arrows were
shot at 1-millimetre thick kabuiji
from a distance of 10 metres but
they failed to penetrate it and were
broken. Moreover, the paper sel-
dom burns as it is coated with lac-
quer.

Unlike foreign armour made of
wisteria soaked in oil, jigap was
the creation of the Korean ances-
tors.

In ancient times the paper
armour was one of the important
means of protection of the lives of
soldiers in battle.

By Om Hyang PT

Paper armour highlights 
intelligence of Korean nation

A scene from the ice hockey match.        Ham Yong Sok


